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SUBJECT GUIDE: 
GARDENING 
 

What can be better than to spend time in the garden? To connect with nature and create beauty for the 
senses and joy for the soul. 

eBooks on Borrowbox 

 

 

KEN THOMPSON – THE SCEPTICAL GARDENER 

In this collection of articles originally written for the 
Daily Telegraph, Thompson sets out to examine 
some of gardening’s most intriguing questions, and 
even manages to track down answers to a few of 
them.  
 
 

 

PHILLIP JOHNSON – CONNECTED 

Australian landscape designer Phillip Johnson 
became an international household name after 
winning Best in Show at the Royal Horticultural 
Society's Chelsea Flower and Garden Show in 2013 - 
the equivalent of winning a gold medal at the 
Olympics.  
 
Connected tells the stories behind the 
commissioning, design and execution of 19 gardens 
designed by Phillip (with insights from their owners). 
 

 

ANDREA DI ROBILANT – CHASING THE ROSE 

The fascinating and delightful tale of Andrea di 
Robilant's search for a fabled antique rose – a story 
that takes us back to the time of Josephine 
Bonaparte and into some of the most outstanding 
rose gardens of Europe.  
 
 

 

DANIELLE CLODE – THE WASP AND THE ORCHID 

In 1922, a 48-year-old housewife from Blackburn 
delivered her first paper, on native Australian 
orchids, to the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria. Over 
the next thirty years, Edith Coleman would write over 
300 articles on Australian nature for newspapers, 
magazines and scientific journals. She was 
'Australia's greatest orchid expert', 'foremost of our 
women naturalists', a woman who 'needed no 
introduction'. 
 

https://catalogue.grlc.vic.gov.au/client/en_GB/public/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fERC_393_1123$002f0$002fBORROWBOX:FFP_255114/one
https://catalogue.grlc.vic.gov.au/client/en_GB/public/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fERC_393_1123$002f0$002fBORROWBOX:AAU_095474/one
https://catalogue.grlc.vic.gov.au/client/en_GB/public/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fERC_393_1123$002f0$002fBORROWBOX:AAU_082103/one
https://catalogue.grlc.vic.gov.au/client/en_GB/public/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fERC_393_1123$002f0$002fBORROWBOX:MAC_478540/one
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PETER WOHLLEBEN – THE HIDDEN LIFE OF TREES 

Are trees social beings? In this international 
bestseller, forester and author Peter Wohlleben 
convincingly makes the case that, yes, the forest is 
a social network.  Wohlleben also shares his deep 
love of woods and forests, explaining the amazing 
processes of life, death, and regeneration he has 
observed in his woodland. 
 

eAudiobooks  on Borrow Box 

 

ALICE VINCENT ROOTBOUND – REWILDING A LIFE 

When she was a girl, Alice Vincent loved her 
grandfather's garden - the freedom, the calm, the 
beauty of it. Twenty years later, living in a tiny flat in 
South London, that childhood in the garden feels like 
a dream. Mixing memoir, botanical history and 
biography, Rootbound examines how bringing a little 
bit of the outside in, can help us find our feet in a 
world spinning far too fast. 

 

 

PETER WOHLLEBEN – THE HIDDEN LIFE OF TREES 

Are trees social beings? In this international 
bestseller, forester and author Peter Wohlleben 
convincingly makes the case that, yes, the forest is 
a social network. Wohlleben also shares his deep 
love of woods and forests, explaining the amazing 
processes of life, death, and regeneration he has 
observed in his woodland. 

Digital magazines  

 

GARDENING AUSTRALIA 

Australia’s number one monthly gardening resource, 
ABC Gardening Australia magazine is packed with 
step-by-step advice and stunning design ideas from 
its popular team of experts. Whether you are a 
novice gardener or have a green thumb and years of 
experience, you’ll find the advice you need. 
 

 

ORGANIC GARDENER 

Organic Gardener magazine is a guide to organic 
gardening, providing informative and inspirational 
stories on everything you need to know to grow your 
own fruit and vegetables- without the use of harmful 
chemicals. Each issue includes practical tips and 
advice from leading organic gardening experts. 

 

AUSTRALIAN HOUSE & GARDEN 

Australia's number one home design and decorating 
magazine, filled each month with gorgeous houses 
and gardens to delight in, homewares to covet and 
food to savour. Plus, you'll find loads of travel ideas, 
health and beauty news, expert advice and much, 
much more. 
 

https://catalogue.grlc.vic.gov.au/client/en_GB/public/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fERC_393_1123$002f0$002fBORROWBOX:BLI_284685/one
https://catalogue.grlc.vic.gov.au/client/en_GB/public/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fERC_393_1123$002f0$002fBORROWBOX:CGA_725077/one
https://catalogue.grlc.vic.gov.au/client/en_GB/public/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fERC_393_1123$002f0$002fBORROWBOX:BLI_284685/one
https://catalogue.grlc.vic.gov.au/client/en_GB/public/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:659748/one
https://catalogue.grlc.vic.gov.au/client/en_GB/public/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:659740/one
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BETTER HOMES AND GARDENS 

Better Homes and Gardens - full of ideas, inspiration 
and information for you and your family. Every issue 
of Better Homes and Gardens is packed with 
inspiring, affordable and achievable ideas plus step-
by-step projects for all areas of your home and 
garden 
 

Films on Kanopy 

                                              

                                              

HOW TO GROW ANYTHING 

Gardening is one of life’s great pleasures. It offers 
bountiful wonders – flowers, grasses, fruits, 
vegetables, tress- that bring you closer to the 
natural world.  
 

 

GARDENING WITH SOUL 

A feature length documentary following a year in the 
garden of 90-year-old Sister Loyola Gavin. Sister 
Loyola’s optimism is infectious and it’s fed every day 
by her love of gardening. 
 

 

CREATING SAFE FOOD GARDENS 

While it seems intuitive that vegetables grown in 
your own home garden will be safer and healthier 
than those purchased at the supermarket, that 
could be a dangerous assumption. 
 

 

PLANT SELECTION: NATIVE VERSUS NON NATIVES 

Native plants are always a better home-garden 
choice than non-natives, right? You might be 
surprised to learn how introduced species can 
enhance your garden and landscape biodiversity. 
 

 

GARDEN SCIENCE: WEEDING OUT THE MYTHS 

How many of your horticultural practices are based 
on anecdotal evidence from your neighbour or 
grandmother, and how do you assess their validity? 
Learn to assess science-based information to create 
your sustainable dream garden. 

 

https://catalogue.grlc.vic.gov.au/client/en_GB/public/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:659741/one
https://grlc.kanopy.com/video/how-grow-anything-your-best-garden-and-lands
https://grlc.kanopy.com/video/gardening-soul-0
https://grlc.kanopy.com/video/creating-safe-food-gardens
https://grlc.kanopy.com/video/plant-selection-natives-versus-non-natives
https://grlc.kanopy.com/video/garden-science-weeding-out-myths
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